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only to thought, but to action, by the storm that he saw brewing
around him, the sub-prior of the quiet monastery in Castile
perceived the gravity of the situation, while bishops and legates
were too blind or too careless to see the danger that was looming
in the distance. To bring the World back again within the
pale of the Church ; this was the dream of Dominic. And his
zealous indignation was stirred up at the sight of the lordly
prelates and the luxurious Legati pro Pontifice^ too proud to
approach the common people save with fire and sword, no less
than at the contemplation of the idle and useless monks hidden
in the seclusion of their cloisters. The work of Dominic was
to be done by a complete reversal of the practice of the older
monasticism, by the enlisting of an army of spiritual soldiers
who should sally forth to meet the foe on his own ground.
Least of all were the heretics to be converted by legates in silk
attire, rich, luxurious, epicurean, faithless. Their splendid
retinues, their pomp of priestly power were indeed most dis-
tasteful to the Spanish ascetic, who, in the humble guise of a
poor brother in Christ, addressed himself at once to the work
of his life, observing at least the letter, if he failed to perceive
the true spirit, of the Gospel injunctions to the first missionaries
of Christianity.

Nothing could be more unlike the splendour of a Pontifical
legate than the conversation of the bare-footed apostle who
begged his daily bread as he preached his religion from door
to door. But even thus, devoted, earnest, self-denying, sincere,
enthusiastic, Dominic failed to convert the early Protestants
of Languedoc. The people were as heedless of the strange
sub-prior as they had been of the teaching of their own clergy.
They had become impatient, not only of their local priests,
but of the control of Innocent at Rome. A tempest was,
indeed, brewing over religious Europe; and the first niutter-
ings of the storm were heard in Languedoc. But if Dominic
was unable to shake the faith of the Albigensian heretics, his
visit to Languedoc had results which shook the world. Before
the Sub-Prior of Osma had been a year in the south of France
he had established at Prouilk, between Fanjeaux and Montreal,
near Carcassonne, a convent for nuns (1206); and shortly after-
wards, a brotherhood or company of preaching friars, who were
spoken of as " the companions of Dominic/*1

1 The first religious house actually founded by Dominic was in 1214 at Tou-
louse. The building was presented by Pierre Cellain, a citizen of the town.